
 

Jefferson County Colorado Chapter of The American 

Humanists Association 

www.jeffersonhumanists.org 
 

Our April Program 
April 23 at 5pm 

Location Change: Arbor House at Maple 

Grove Park – 14600 W 32nd Ave, Golden. 

Just 100 Yards West of JUC 

 

Citizen Science 
at 

Denver Museum of Nature & Science’s 

Exhibit 

Expedition Health 
 

r. Michael McAteer, will lead a team of 

volunteer scientists from the Museum in the 

discussion of science, employing citizen 

scientists in research, and the crowd sourcing of 

research subjects.  

 

One goal of the Denver Museum of Nature & Science 

is to increase participation by the public in a full range 

of scientific research activities, so as to increase public 

interest and scientific literacy of the general 

community. Part of this effort is the museum’s 

Expedition Health exhibit where visitors can explore 

the adaptations the body would undergo if a person 

climbs Mt Evans and receives the exposure to the 

increased altitude.  Included is a Biology Base Camp 

where visitors can do actual lab experiments at the 

laboratory bench top.  

 

 

 

 

          

 
   

Dr. Michael McAteer 
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About Our April Program Presenters 
Dr. McAteer formerly served as Senior Scientist 

responsible for scientific support in whole blood 

collections and automated whole blood processing. He 

continues to consult for companies developing 

products for the blood banking industry. 

 

Joining the presentation team by video is Dr. Nicole 

Garneau, a taste scientist and 

public speaker bringing taste 

science to the table. Her formal 

training in genetics and 

microbiology led her to the 

Denver Museum of Nature & 

Science where she serves as 

the Curator and Department 

Chair of the Health Sciences 

and Principal Investigator of 

the Genetics of Taste Lab.  

 

Rounding out the team is Mr. Wesley Jones, Volunteer 

Engagement Specialist for the 

Museum’s Health Science 

Department. Using his 

backgrounds in physical 

education, theology, 

counseling, ethics, learning 

education, and psychology, he 

coordinates the volunteer 

program for Health Sciences at 

the Museum. 

 

Please Take Note.  The April Meeting dinner will be a 

catered affair with a cost of $10. It is very important 

that RSVP be received by the evening of Thursday, 

April 20th, for ample time for food planning.  The 

menu will be announced later.  

 

JH Board Report 
n the past month, the JH Board: 

 Is asking for help in chapter meeting set up, 

clean up, and take down. Call Edna Miller at 

emm.co@comcast.net if interested 

 Appointed Matthew Elisha, Jim Bole, and 

Bruce Vincent to develop a job description for 

JH Executive Director. 

 Chuck Mowry volunteered to put thoughts 

together about Leadership and Volunteer 

Development. An idea for another meeting 

could be THE CARE AND FEEDING OF 

NEW MEMBERS. 

 Asked the Facility Committee to prepare a 

written report on what we should be looking 

for in a facility. 

 Heard a report from Ralph Hughes who talked 

about the Political Action Task Force, which 

has over 50 members, and plans to participate 

in the marketplace of persuasion encouraging 

the electorate to vote their interests in 2018. 

The Group plans to educate the electorate in 

the 5 areas of Health Care, Environment, 

Immigration, Resistance to Corporate Power, 

and Reproductive Rights. Ralph asked the 

Board to support the Action Task Force with 

advice and structure to minimize the risk to 

those involved.  The Task Force is on the web 

as: actiontaskforce.org. 

 Considered a request from Ralph Hughes to 

support a newspaper to be called the Rational 

Enquirer.  The Executive Committee asked for 

a legal opinion on use of that name.   The 

Board voted to provide $500 to support the 

development of this newsletter. 

 Heard a report from the Membership 

Committee.  It plans to contact members who 

have not renewed their membership to see if 

they are interested in rejoining.   
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Upcoming Events of Interest 
 Monthly Chapter Meeting,  April 23, at  

Arbor House, 14600 W. 32nd Ave., Golden, 

CO 80403  

 Monthly Social Event:  Dinner on April  19 at 

7:00 pm. Infinitus Restaurant  located at 

5807 W 38th Ave. Wheat Ridge 

 

 FROG: April 8th at 2pm. See below for 

details. 

 Political Action TF Meeting – April 10 

 Chapter Board Meeting – April  12, 3 to 8 pm 

at Carmel Oaks Community Room 

mailto:emm.co@comcast.net


 New member packets have been distributed to 

new members. A survey has been included in 

the packet. There are plans to update the 

survey and Matthew Elisha will then make the 

survey available on our web site. 

 Barb Bailey volunteered to call those members  

who have not renewed their membership. 

 Asked the previous nominating committee of 

Robin Baer, Jim Bole, Bob Hofmann and Edna 

Miller to continue as an ad hoc committee to 

find a replacement to fill the empty board 

position. The Nominating Committee 

interviews will include questions to determine 

what the candidate can offer to the Board and 

what the candidate expects from the group. 

 Voted to continue membership in the Colorado 

Non Profit Association 

 Heard a report from Bruce Vincent growth, 

performance, and effectiveness of 

organizations with a summary of the growth 

phases of the Jefferson Humanists.  

  
Jefferson Humanists Chapter Board of Trustees 

 

 
 

ll Jefferson Humanists are invited to join our 

Chapter book club.  Known as FROG 

(Freethinkers Reading Opportunity Group), 

we read books and discuss the humanist themes in 

them.  Topics include science, philosophy, 

technology, atheism and nonbelief, art, history, 

politics and more.  We read both non-fiction and 

fiction and about once a quarter we choose a topic, 

where each member reads a book on a particular 

subject and joins the group to share what they learned.  

Past topics have included Islam, Thomas Jefferson, 

political extremism and famous humanists. 

 

We typically meet on the 2nd Saturday of the month.  

You can find details about our upcoming books and 

topics on Meetup at 

www.meetup.com/JeffcoHumanists.  If you’d like to 

join the group and be added to our email list, contact 

FROG leader Matthew Elisha (mrelisha@msn.com, 

303.432.8694). 

 

Our April book discussion topic is Robots:  What 

does the future hold?  Will robots be a boon to 

humanity or will they lead to our demise?  Some 

conceive of a future where robots will provide all of 

our labor and will give humans more free time.  Will 

this lead to a life of prosperity for all or will humanity 

be unable to accept this new paradigm and continue a 

culture of haves and have-nots?   

   

Read a book on topic which can include fiction or 

nonfiction or perhaps watch a movie or documentary.  

See more information and RSVP online at 

http://meetu.ps/382Wdm.  

 

Date:  Saturday April 8th 

Time: 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM  

Reading Assignment:  TOPIC – Robots:  What 

does the future hold? 

Facilitator:  Ralph Hughes 

Location:   Standley Lake Library, 8485 Kipling, 

Arvada (Located 1 block south of Standley Lake 

on Kipling) 

 

Upcoming schedule: 

 May 13th - God No! Signs You May Already 

be an Atheist by Penn Jillette 

 June 10th - Half-Earth: Our Planet's Flight for 

Life by Edward O. Wilson 

 July 8th - The Selfish Gene by Richard 

Dawkins 

 

Book Review 
March FROG Meeting Book 

The Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins 

Review by Helena Goldstein 

 

en members of the FROG met Saturday, March 

11 to discuss science, psychology, altruism, 

cheetahs and cicadas, and oh, yes, the book The 

Blind Watchmaker by Richard Dawkins.  This book, 

first published in 1986, discusses the evidence for 

evolution. While most present agreed that the book 

was a bit of a slog, our discussion was quite lively.   
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The fundamental premise of the book is that only 

slow, cumulative natural selection can explain our 

existence.  

 

Dawkins points to the fact that eyes developed 

independently, and differently, several different times, 

as an example of evolution at work.  If an “intelligent 

designer” had created eyes, wouldn’t we see the exact 

same model of sight appear at the same time in all 

animals that have sight?   Birds (mammals), bats 

(avian) and butterflies (insects) all developed flight in 

a different progression. Similarly, several types of 

animals have developed sonar (fish) and radar (bats) 

to navigate their worlds.  Animals differentiate as 

some survive to reproduce and others, with slightly 

disadvantageous variations, do not.  

 

He states: “There is one particular property of living 

things ... that I want to single out as explicable only by 

Darwinian selection.  This property is … adaptive 

complexity.  Living organisms are well fitted to 

survive and reproduce in their environments, in ways 

too numerous and statistically improbable to have 

come about in a single chance blow.” (Page 288 of the 

1996 paperback edition.)  Dawkins emphasizes the 

amount of time evolution took. The group agreed that 

people find it easier to believe in quantum mechanics, 

as improbable as it sounds on first hearing, because it 

leads to results they can see such as space travel.  It is 

very hard to us to grasp the immense scale of time over 

which evolution has been altering our planet.  

 

We discussed ways in which the book seemed dated. 

Dawkins seemed to believe that if he could only 

explain the evidence for evolution, people would 

abandon other theories on the origin of life.  But 

nowadays we are all too familiar with the phenomenon 

of people only listening to arguments, or reading 

materials, that support their existing world view.  We 

also discussed much more; the FROG group brings 

intellectual curiosity to every meeting.   

 

March 26, 2017 – Chapter Meeting Report 
Protecting the Western Wildlife Heritage:  

Connect People with Nearby Nature 

Presentation by Brian Kurzel; 

Summary by Nancy Bolt 

 

rian Kurzel, Regional Director, Rocky 

Mountain Regional Center, National Wildlife 

Federation (NWF) gave a stimulating and 

positive presentation about preserving Colorado’s 

wildlife heritage for future generations.  Kurzel began 

his presentation 

by listing three 

ways that 

Humanists and 

NWF were 

similar:  both are 

influenced by 

science; both are 

inspired by the 

arts; and both 

believe in the 

importance of 

human dignity. 

 

 

 

 

    Brian Kurzel 

 

The goal of the NWF is to bring nature into everyone’s 

daily life at a visceral level; for all of us to be engaged 

in nature.  NWF has 80 million supporters (including 

some in the room) and has been in existence for 80 

years.  It believes that wildlife, habitats, and people 

are all intertwined and cannot be separated from each 

other. Cities grew up in the best habitats and competed 

with plants and wildlife for space. The Rocky 

Mountain Regional Center strives to preserve this 

western habitat or what they call the Western Wildlife 

Heritage.   

 

The Western Wildlife Heritage is defined as striving 

“for the day when everyone – our children and their 

children – is guided by their natural bond to these 

stunning lands, and cares for the very wildlife who live 

side-by-side in our cities and neighborhoods.  That’s 

our commitment today.  And, that’s our challenge 

ahead.” 

 

NWF has a four-part vision to advance this 

preservation: Protect core habitats and corridors; 2)  

Restore iconic western species, big and small; 3) 

Inspire new generations of conservation stewards; 4) 

Tackle large scale climate change and water issues. 

 

Kurzel listed multiple benefits of communing with 

nature on a daily basis; all supported by research: 

 Less death and disease 

 Provides a connection to people, a social 

leveler 
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 Forces us to focus on our surroundings helping 

us disengage  

 Lowers stress level 

 Speeds faster recovery in hospitals if looking 

at greenery 

 Increase student achievement if students are 

looking at greenery 

 Reduces crime in communities that build 

green spaces 

 Improves cognitive ability development 

 

On both the national and international level there are 

two approaches to bring people and nature together.   

 

One is proximity, which means that people can walk 

to green spaces within about 10 minutes of where they 

live.  The other is cumulative, which means that 

people live with nature in their own environment: 

home, school, daycare centers, work, and play. NWF 

believes in the cumulative approach and has initiated 

various programs to bring this about.   

 

One is Backyard Habitats.   Guidelines on the NWF 

website explain how you can make your backyard a 

habitat for Colorado plants and wildlife:  what to plant, 

when, providing water, timing.    They have a Million 

Pollinator Garden Challenge, certifying individuals 

who make their backyard a wildlife habitat. Kurzel 

emphasized that there are no “wildlife police.”  

Individuals take action, send a form to NWF and they 

trust you and issue the certification.  He also 

emphasized that this does not have to be a huge 

investment; just planting native seeds that attract 

pollinators is enough.  They already have 200,000 

certified backyard habitats. 

 

A second initiative is schoolyard habitats.   NWF will 

help local schools create a garden or other habitat 

accompanied by curriculum that teaches children 

about the habitat.   A third initiative is the Mayor’s 

Monarch Pledge where mayor’s pledge to implement 

26 activities that support the monarch butterfly’s 

migration from Canada to Mexico.  Denver’s Mayor 

Hancock has already signed on.   Great Outdoor 

Colorado (GoCo), paid for with lottery funds, supports 

making schools nature centers.  A fourth initiative is 

Community Wildlife Habitats which create habitats 

on a community-wide basis.   

 

A fifth is to do the same with daycare centers, called 

ECHO, or Early Childhood Health Outdoors, which 

aims to introduce young children to the benefits of 

wildlife.  The goal of ECHO is that “all Colorado 

young children have daily access to quality outdoor 

learning environments where play and learning 

support development across all domains – cognitive, 

physical, social, and emotional. 

 

Finally, NWF has two broad goals:  helping wildlife 

and helping people.   At the core is the dual belief that 

people can help wildlife thrive and wildlife make 

people’s life better.  For more information go to:  

http://www.nwf.org/ 

 

Are We a Civil People or Are We the 

“Ugly American”? 
by Mari Cowley 

 

 love this time of year!  Winter is pretty much 

over and everything feels new.  I get to play in the 

dirt of a new garden; the front yard is green (for 

the moment anyway) and it’s fun to see the wildlife 

coming ‘round to say hello. 

 

But under this temporary blanket of “newness” there 

lurks some age old problems - injustice, intolerance, 

hatred and bigotry.  While this bad behavior is not 

new, it feels more virulent than ever before.  

 

“You lie!” shouts a congressman, interrupting the 

president during a speech.  Outraged at Italian Prime 

Minister Silvio Berlusconi, a man attacks the Prime 

Minister, knocking out his two front teeth, breaking 

his nose and lacerating his lip.  Something is wrong 

here! 

 

In Baghdad, a TV correspondent, upset by a visit from 

then-president George W. Bush, throws his shoes at 

him and yells insults. In the Middle East, footwear is 

considered ritually unclean and even displaying the 

sole of one’s shoe is a severe insult.  Again, something 

is wrong! 

 

There was a time, when these things were virtually 

unheard of.  Instead of attacking those they disagreed 

with, the public generally showed respect and even 

outright concern for one another.  Society valued 

standards, morals, etiquette and politeness.  Certain 

rules existed for speaking, which ensured no one was 

confused or unnecessarily offended. 

 

Nowadays, it appears as if we’ve lost that politeness 

that gives respect to everyone.  It seems modern 

society has progressed far beyond simply lacking 

good manners.   
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It’s no wonder our young people have forgotten how 

to show any kind of respect to others.  All we have to 

do is turn on the TV and we see and hear politicians 

spouting verifiable untruths as truth, using vulgar 

language when speaking to those of a different gender 

or race and the touching or grabbing another person 

without permission. 

 

Children learn by example.  They mimic people they 

love (parents, grandparents, and  teachers), heroes 

from the media (real or imaginary), entertainers, and 

people in power who spend a lot of time saying 

derogative and insulting things about someone just 

because he or she does not agree with them, their 

ideology or their religion. 

 

Consider your own life.  How often do you encounter 

rude clerks, customer service representatives who do 

not care, sales people who lie, and corporations who 

mislead their customers in order to squeeze more 

money from them?  Again, how often does this 

behavior lead to arguments, confusion, 

misunderstandings, stress, anger, and resentment?  

 

Now think about how much time it can take to solve 

some of these problems; the phone calls, meetings, 

letters, and even lawyers and years to resolve the most 

basic issues.  Dealing with rude behavior may be one 

of the greatest reasons people today are always busy 

but never get anything done.  

 

Some would say the idea of civility is outdated or even 

a little naive.  If we were civil to one another, would it 

really make a difference? 

 

Imagine if all parents taught their children to 

peacefully play with others and (what?) respect their 

elders instead of allowing them to mindlessly sit for 

hours in front of the TV or video games, if neighbors 

helped one another without receiving anything but a 

“thank you” in return and if everyone worked to make 

their cities welcoming for all visitors? 

 

What would it take to make this “civility” a reality on 

all levels of society? 

 

Well, such a change would have to start with the 

leaders of government who would set an example by 

exhibiting good conduct beginning with truthfulness 

and respect.   What kind of example are we setting 

when our leaders resort to name calling, framing the 

“truth” so that they are always right and total disregard 

for anyone who doesn’t agree with them, come from 

the same socio-economic environment that they do or 

are of simply no “value” to them? 

 

Whatever the answers are, we’ll never know unless we 

take those first steps and begin with ourselves.  I 

understand the value of freedom of expression, but 

that freedom doesn’t have to include name calling, 

personal attacks on those who don’t agree with us, 

believe like we do or live like we do.  Everyone 

deserves to be treated with civility.  If our politicians 

don’t do the job they were elected to do, tell them - 

and then fire them with the next election if they 

continue to remain unresponsive to your needs.  This 

rule of replacing them with your vote is both civil and 

legal. 

 

Speak up and stand up.... if you owned your own 

business, you would not continue to pay an employee 

who did not complete his or her assigned duties.  This 

situation is no different.         

 

Today we live in a world made smaller by modern 

transportation.  Our society has become more diverse.  

I believe that a diversity of language, culture and 

religion is a positive thing.  We now have the 

opportunity to explore those differences, to 

understand what makes each person and culture 

unique.  Making an effort to understand people 

“different” from us can lead to civility.  We shouldn’t 

fear what we don’t know, but instead seek to 

understand it.   

 
News from the American Humanist 

Association 
Grace Gamm 

 

ince 2003, the growth of the AHA has been 

dramatic.  Publishing and promotion were 

expanded with an improved Humanist 

magazine, a new Free Mind newsletter and a peer-

reviewed journal, Essays in the Philosophy of 

Humanism.  The AHA took over the Institute for 

Humanist Studies podcast and e-zine, and launched 

TheHumanist.com, a daily online news site. The 

Humanist Press publishing arm was re-launched in 

2012, with online marketing of humanist voices.   

 

Using mass media to reach more people-- a novel idea 

from the AHA board in 2005--

created unexpected press attention. The "I'm a 

humanist" slogan, coupled with everyday people  
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citing their values, was such a success that the AHA  

continued efforts by launching a holiday season 

ad.  "Why Believe in a God?  Just Be Good for 

Goodness' Sake" slogan was placed on the sides of 

buses in 2008.  The media attention generated was 

worth millions of dollars and inspired other movement 

organizations.  A billboard campaign the same year 

had similar success and a new organization, United 

Coalition for Reason, funded more ads that continue 

to benefit all levels of the movement.  Further 

campaigns included "One Nation Indivisible" and 

"Consider Humanism" which contrasted bible quotes 

with humanist quotes and generated international 

media attention. 

 

During this period, the AHA changed from a 

philosophy oriented organization to a change inducing 

organization.  The Appignani Humanist Legal Center 

was established in 2007, and is fully involved in a 

range of humanist issues.  The Kochar Humanist 

Education Center (KHEC) began providing 

humanist educational materials for adults and children 

in 2008.  The Humanist Institute, an AHA affiliate, 

provides a graduate level study program, and 

coordinates with Kochar Online Humanist Education 

to provide training for celebrants to officiate at 

weddings, funerals, and other events. 

 

The AHA now has a lobbying arm, the Center for 

Freethought Activism, which has supports the Darwin 

Day resolution, among other efforts.  It also has a 

political action committee, Freethought Equality Fund 

PAC (FEF PAC) to help elect candidates identifying 

as humanist, atheist or agnostic, as well as those who 

share humanist goals such as separation of church and 

state.  A range of social justice programs have also 

been launched and expanded:  the LGBTQ Humanist 

Alliance, the Black Humanist Alliance and the 

Feminist Humanist Alliance.  And the AHA 

participates in non-theistic coalitions addressing 

everything from torture to reproductive rights. 

 

I certainly am grateful for the foresight and efforts of 

the AHA in creating this substantial foundation for the 

future.  The prominence of the AHA in Washington 

DC has grown to the point that, in the past year, AHA 

staff are being invited by representatives to 

speak about humanist issues.  The AHA is growing 

political strength every day and is poised to continue 

gaining influence in the years ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeffco Political Action Taskforce 
Ralph Hughes 

 

t should be no surprise that the Jeffco Political 

Action Taskforce formed out of fear during the 

immediate aftermath of the 2016 U.S. election. 

Luckily, we were able to pivot quickly toward the 

positive and are now hard at work staging protests, 

networking with other progressive groups, and 

organizing events that will connect with voters in 

order to make a long-term impact.  We invite all 

Jefferson Humanists to join us and enjoy the process 

of shaping the future together.   

  

For example, you could attend the weekly protest on 

Saturdays at 52nd and Wadsworth (starting at 

10:30am).  Bring a sign that educates and persuades 

the thousands of cars that pass through that 

intersection every hour.   

 

As for actions in the medium term, the JH board has 

extended us some seed money to start publishing a 

tabloid-sized journal that will push back against the 

unreserved support for the new administration seen 

these days in much of the commercial press.  JH 

members are welcome to write a news or opinion 

piece and then join our bi-weekly work groups to lay 

out the tabloid’s articles.   

 

For the long term, we’re planning to hold a series of 

public debates on edgy topics such as “only a foolish 

society would attempt to live without any government 

regulation” and “health insurance companies actually 

reduce Americans’ well-being and should be 

abolished.”  JH members can make a tremendous 

contribution by helping us publicize and hold these 

informational events, so that we start bringing voters 

out of their “filter bubbles” and back into the 

marketplace of ideas.   

 

We have a plethora of valuable contributions you can 

make, whether you have only an occasional hour to 

invest individually or want an opportunity to 

collaborate regularly with a few dozen inspired and 

dedicated fellow citizens.   

 

Our general meetings occur twice a month and provide 

a quick way to connect with the group and discover a 

break-out team that is right for you.  Find our next 

meeting on our website (www.actiontaskforce.org) or 

search for our group on FaceBook (“Jeffco Political 

Action Taskforce (JPAT)”).  
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Monthly Dinner Social  
Infinitus PIE in Wheat Ridge 

Next Meeting, Wednesday, April 19, 7:00 PM 

Hosted by Tom Kellogg 

 

very 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm, 

join your fellow Humanists for dinner and 

socializing at Infinitus PIE, a great pizza place. 

It has something for everyone at a reasonable price, 

and is kid-friendly.  To learn more about Infinitus, go 

to www.infinituspie.com  They also help local 

nonprofits with fundraising events.  Next meeting is 

Wednesday, April 19 at 7pm. 

 

On Wednesday, March 15th, a friendly group of 

Humanists and Heathens gathered at Infinitus PIE in 

Wheat Ridge for a nice dinner social.  Regulars 

returned, and each month at least one or two new 

persons show up to the dinner as their very first 

encounter with the Jefferson Humanists.  They look at 

the JH Meetup.com announcements and see the dinner 

social as an easy way to check out these Humanists 

and see what they are about.  I realize that this is the 

ONLY opportunity to make a first impression, so I put 

on a nice shirt and clean pants, and welcome these 

folks with friendly openness and discussion.  

 

A challenge is to feel out where these people are on 

the Dawkins’ scale of 1 to 7, where 1 is absolutely sure 

that the Bible is the truth, and 7 is absolutely sure God 

does not exist. I don’t want to put people on the spot, 

and scare them off, so the conversation will start out 

about humanist values without mentioning religion. 

Usually, these people don’t open up right away 

because they are also trying to feel us out.  This isn’t 

a problem with atheist groups because they know it is 

atheists.  I will offer hints about non-religious views, 

and if the person opens up about being a non-believer, 

then the conversation can move on, otherwise religion 

is not a big topic, and the person can make up their 

own mind about Humanism.  In all fairness to 

everyone, eventually it is established that Humanists 

are “Good Without God”. 

 

At some point in the future, we’ll start taking 

nominations for a new place.  How about a good Asian 

restaurant, not too expensive in the northern Jefferson 

County area? 

 

 

 

 

Nineteen Enjoy the March 

“Humanist Perspectives” Gathering 
by Jim Bole & Tom Kellogg 

 

om Kellogg, Bill Finley and Bob May each 

shared the story of their personal journey to 

Humanism and entertained questions about 

stops along the way. We’ll hear stories from others in 

future meetings.  

We then viewed and discussed the 1st in a series of 

2012 Richard Dawkins’ videos “Sex, Death and the 

Meaning of Life.” Some of Dawkins’ points are: 

sexual practices of both religious and secular people 

are similar, but the religious experience much guilt 

associated with moral rules or “sin;” empathy is 

important for morality; goodness is natural to human 

beings; “otherization” suppresses empathy; secular 

society is building a non-religious morality. 

 

Humanist Gathering on April 15 
by Jim Bole and Tom Kellogg 

 
he next Humanist Gathering meeting will be on 

April 15 at the Jefferson Unitarian Church.  It  

will feature a presentation by Jim Baron, “Why 

We Have Love and Community,” Tom has heard the 

talk before, found it captivating and highly 

recommends it.  Jim is a former President of the 

Boulder Atheists.  

 

The meeting time is the same, 10 am to noon, but we 

will be located in the Religious Education west wing 

of JUC’s main building, room R3/4. You may enter 

through the north or east door of the church.  

 

Why do humans and other animals have an instinctive 

evolutionary need for community and socializing? 

The journey begins in the vastness of space as a totally 

hostile and lonely environment where life has virtually 

no chance of success.  

 

By a total fluke, life began on earth under extremely 

brutal conditions.  Life was many times more likely to 

perish than be able to reproduce and continue on.  Yet, 

as animals became more intelligent, basic instincts for 

community and society evolved as a way to protect 

members of a clan by working together in harmony 

just to survive and reproduce.  Jim demonstrates how 

these instincts are built into our DNA as evolutionary 

survival mechanisms by using comparisons with other 

species.  
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In modern society, basic survival and safety are no 

longer concerns, yet we still have a strong built-in 

desire for community and belonging.  Humanism is a 

way to build positive moral community based on 

reason, reality and freethought 

 

So we know the quantity of coffee and breakfast 

morsels to provide, please RSVP by April 13 to Jim 

Bole (randjbole@gmail.com) or at 

meetup.com/jeffcohumanists. 

 

An Evening with Richard Dawkins 

May 22, 2017 
volutionary biologist and bestselling author, 

Richard Dawkins, will be at the Boulder 

Theater at 7 pm on Monday, May 22nd, and we 

invite you to join your fellow Jefferson Humanists in 

going to see him.  Dawkins, author of The Blind 

Watchmaker, The God Delusion and The Selfish Gene, 

will be joining actor and comedian Annabelle 

Gurwitch to discuss matters of science, reason, 

freedom of inquiry, and humanist values.   

 

Dawkins is the founder of the Richard Dawkins 

Foundation for Reason & Science, dedicated to the 

mission of promoting scientific literacy and a secular 

worldview.  The foundation works to promote critical 

thinking and reason as a counter to extremists who 

malign secular thinkers and advance policies that 

repress personal freedom and human dignity. See 

more about the Foundation at 

https://richarddawkins.net/aboutus/  

and more about Dawkins at  

https://richarddawkins.net/richarddawkins/ 

 

 
 

If you are interested in joining us, please RSVP on 

Meetup at http://meetu.ps/380VcT or email Matthew 

Elisha (mrelisha@msn.com).  Attendees can purchase 

general admission tickets for $29 at 

http://www.bouldertheater.com/event/1440874-

evening-richard-dawkins-in-boulder/. 

 

Doors open at 6 pm.  Plan to meet your fellow 

Jefferson Humanists at the front of the theater between 

5:30 and 6 pm so we can try to sit together.  Depending 

on time and interest, we may go to a local bar after the 

event to have a drink or two.  We hope you can join us 

for what is sure to be an interesting and informative 

evening.   

Event:  An Evening with Richard Dawkins 

Place:  Boulder Theater, 2032 14th Street, Boulder 

Time/Date:  7pm, Monday, May 22nd 

Cost:  $29 for general admission tickets 

Event hosts:  Matthew Elisha & Traci Bickell 

 
JOIN THE MARCH FOR SCIENCE-

DENVER,  

Saturday, April 22, 2017 

 
n Saturday, April 22, 2017, a “March for 

Science” will take place in Washington, D.C. 

and in cities throughout the U.S., including 

Denver.  This non-partisan event is described as a 

celebration of a passion for science and a call to 

support and advance the scientific community.  

Mischaracterization of science as a partisan issue has 

given public officials a kind of permission to reject 

demonstrable science-based evidence when 

considering matters of public policy and legislation.  

The March for Science is an opportunity for those who 

endorse scientific research to demonstrate their 

support for the free expression of perspectives and 

ideas that advance knowledge about our natural world 

and are critical to the scientific process. . . and to send 

a message supporting the necessary and proper 

consideration of scientific evidence in various public 

policy decisions.  

 

Science is everywhere and affects everyone. All of the 

technologies that we take for granted and make our 

lives easier are rooted in scientific principles, from our 

refrigerators to our Smartphones.    Science is often an 

arduous process, but it is also a joy!  As this writer 

knows, new discoveries in, for example,  paleontology 

do not begin and end in the field; they continue in the 

lab, in museums and universities, in journals, and in 

conferences via ongoing discourse and exchange of 

data and ideas.  As non-believers of various stripes, 

we acknowledge that the scientific method helps us 

assess what is real and what is true about our world  

without injecting “explanations” involving 

superstition or untestable propositions.  
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The April 22 rally in Denver will open near the Capitol 

Building and Civic Center Park at about 9:00 am, with 

the actual march through downtown Denver 

commencing at about 10:00.  Activities will continue 

through much of the afternoon.  Speeches are on the 

schedule, and there will also be educational display 

tables and booths from local science and community 

organizations, including some of our secular groups.   

More information about the Denver march may be 

found at www.marchforsciencedenver.org 

=====    Becky Greben 

Board of Directors, Freedom from Religion 

Foundation, Denver Chapter March for Science 

Committee on Outreach & Diversity 

 

1984 by George Orwell 
Special FROG Book Discussion 

by Nancy Bolt 

 
he FROG group had a special book discussion 

in March.   You may have read 1984 when you 

were in high school or college and forgot most 

of it – at least that seemed to be the story for most of 

us.   I reread it and was amazed at its relevancy today. 

 

Here’s the plot in short.  Winston Smith works for the 

autocratic Party in power in Oceania.  He works for 

the Ministry of Truth and his job is to rewrite 

published documents to reflect a change in facts to 

react whatever the current facts are.  Oceania is 

constantly at war with some other country although 

the loyalties change from time to time which requires 

Winston to rewrite every newspaper article and 

published document to reflect the new reality.   Big 

Brother is always watching for anyone who even 

thinks the wrong way and everyone is constantly 

under camera surveillance to see if the expression on 

their face shows disloyalty.  The Ministry of Peace 

dealt with war; the Ministry of Love dealt with the 

police; and the Ministry of Plenty took benefits away 

from the masses.   The three slogans of the party are 

War Is Peace, Freedom Is Slavery, and Ignorance Is 

Strength.  

 

Through a complicated process, Winston hooks up 

with Julia in secret.  He also finds a friend (he thinks) 

who is part of the resistance.  He receives a book from 

the resistance that outlines the problems with the 

Oceania as an autocracy.   Of course, they are caught; 

his friend is really part of Oceania government.  He 

pledges to himself to not betray Julia, but eventually 

he does, and at the end he truly loves Big Brother. 

 

I reread 1984 and both enjoyed and was saddened by 

it.  It offers no hope from the tyranny that rules 

Oceania.   I was particularly intrigued by principles of 

Newspeak, the new language being developed and the 

way it was used to shape how people thought.  For 

example, all words that related to liberty and equality 

where now called “crimespeak.”  It was impossible to 

think of those in a positive way.     All words that 

related to objectivity or rationalization were called 

“oldspeak” and thus discouraged.   

 

Here are some relevant quotes.  Winston describes the 

news cycle this way:  “Day and night the telescreens 

bruised your ears with statistics proving that people 

today had more food, more clothes, better 

houses…that they lived longer, worked shorter 

hours….. The past was erased, the erasure was 

forgotten, the lie became the truth.”  “The Party told 

you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears.”   

 

The book from the resistance that he was given was 

called The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical 

Collectivism. This is worth reading in its entirety.  

Here are a few quotes:  Science and technology ceased 

developing because “progress depended on the 

empirical habit of thought which could not survive in 

a strictly regimented society.”  “The consequences of 

being at war, and therefore in danger, makes the 

handing-over of all power to a small caste seem the 

natural, unavoidable condition of survival.”  “Big 

Brother is infallible and all-powerful.  Every success, 

every achievement, every victory, every scientific 

discovery, all knowledge, all wisdom, all happiness, 

all virtue, are held to issue directly from his leadership 

and inspiration.” 

 

One quote that I think we can see in government today 

is “The essence of oligarchical rule is not father-to-son 

inheritance, but the persistence of a certain world view 

and a certain way of life, imposed by the dead upon 

the living.  A ruling group is a ruling group so long as 

it can nominate its successors.  The Party is not 

concerned with perpetuating its blood but with 

perpetuating itself.  Who wields power is not 

important, provided that the hierarchical structure 

remains the same.”   Going on “For to change one’s 

mind, or even one’s policy, is a confession of 

weakness…. And if the facts say otherwise, the facts 

must be altered.”  
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“Whatever the Party holds to be truth is truth.  It is 

impossible to see reality except by looking through the 

eyes of the party.” 

 

I recommend this book highly to get a sense of what 

tyranny looks like. 

 

Schedule of Regular Chapter 

Gatherings 
 

efferson Humanists has several Chapter 

Gatherings each month.  We hope you will join us 

for any and all: 

Board of Directors Meetings: 2nd Thursdays 4-6 

PM, normally Jefferson Unitarian Church 

FROG Book Discussions: 2nd  Saturdays 2-4 

PM Various locations – see Meetup 

Dinner Socials: 3rd Wednesdays 7 PM, Infinitus PIE, 

Wheat Ridge 

Chapter Programs: 4th Sundays 5 PM normally 

Jefferson Unitarian Church.  Se above for April 

Legislative Action: Watch for location 

announcements. See announcement on page 7 

Note: Gathering details and RSVP choices may be 

found at meetup.com/jeffcohumanists 

 

 

IMPORTANT: If you have a change of contact 

information or would like to be removed from this email 

list, please reply via the form in the body of the email to 

which this newsletter was attached.     

 

Coeditors: Nancy Bolt and Bob Hofmann 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Loving Humanity 

P.O. Box 1622, Arvada, CO 80001 

303-968-9198 
info@jeffersonhumanists.org 
www.jeffersonhumanists.org 

meetup.com/jeffcohumanists 
 facebook.com/jeffersonhumanists 
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